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Resolution
Supporting The Soul Power Project

Whereas, Nipsco, the City of Michigan City’s utility provider, houses the
Michigan City Generating Station, a coal-fired power plant, on the city’s
Westside in a predominantly low income, community of color.

Whereas, The Michigan City Generating station is responsible for
disproportionately impacting the city’s residents with air pollution, having a
large proportion of toxic emissions including but not limited to pollutants
such as sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxide, and fine particulate matters directly
poisoning Michigan City residents, especially those living on the city’s
Westside.

Whereas in 2018 approximately 51% of City residents were struggling to
meet their basic needs, 25% of Michigan City residents were living in
poverty, and 45% of those living in poverty were African Americans.

Whereas, Impacted Michigan City residents in low income communities
and communities of color often live in less energy-efficient housing in dim
light communities.

Whereas, In 2018 NIPSCO announced plans to retire their Michigan City
Generating Station by 2028 shifting from fossil fuels to renewable energy
increasing job opportunities in the Renewable Energy Sector in Michigan
City and throughout Indiana.



Whereas, the NAACP LaPorte County Branch 3061 Environmental Climate
Justice Committee has created The Soul Power Project, an approved
Indiana INTraining Provider Program to provide training to individuals in
solar installation reducing the impacts that would be inevitably felt by
workers and the community while ensuring a proactive approach towards a
regenerative economy.

Whereas, trainees will receive OSHA 10 certification and NABCEP
certification, the gold star standard in the solar industry demonstrating
competency in  the set of skills needed through work experience, training,
and the passage of an examination, or some combination of the three.

Whereas, impacted Michigan City residents, especially African Americans
and felons should have priority access to incoming solar job opportunities,
without facing discrimination.

Whereas, The Soul Power Project provides social and economic inclusion
in a ready workforce for trainees that can be hired as Solar Installers,
Project Managers, or in Sales or Design with starting salaries between
$30,000 and $40,000 or more per year.

Whereas,  Michigan City residents have a right to live in a safe and healthy
environment, and to participate as equal partners at every level of decision
making towards a “just transition” to a clean energy economy as part of the
city’s reparations as victims of environmental injustice.

Whereas the term Just Transition is defined by the Climate Justice Alliance
as a vision-led, unifying, and place-based set of principles, processes, and
practices that build economic and political power to shift from an extractive
economy to a regenerative economy.

Be it therefore resolved that, The NAACP LaPorte County Branch 3061 call
on the city of Michigan City residents and its leaders, commissions,



churches, city council, and Mayor to sign in support of The Soul Power
project,

Be it therefore also resolved that, organizations, businesses, and others in
the solar Industry coming into the community to build projects in the
renewable sector should hire the NAACP Soul Power Project trainees, and;

Be it therefore finally resolved that, it would be equitable and just for the
city of Michigan City to invest in the locally based and driven by the people
Soul Power Project.

Respectfully Submitted,
La’Tonya Troutman
Environmental Climate Justice Chair
NAACP LaPorte County Branch 3061


